NUTA

BULLETIN

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF NAGPUR UNIVERSITY TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION

Regd. No. MAHBIL/2001/4448 : Licensed to post without prepayment No. NR/ATI/78/2001

YEAR:28)

1st October 2003

(No:4

R, s 1 S Ut 9 e -1 S 8 2wt
ARTSITS W S

* *kk Kkk%k

G ATABII HHATTAT 22 FIcl, 2003 Isit
IARAC 18T UTcb AT 3Tialal-

7T STABIT FHAAT 22 Fol, 003 Al FHREA @& TH HT
SGTa FraaE AT qae aast d. 2 @i,
Fl. g .SE@Em, Faaed @i, g 4. g,
TATHRT g, H1.0.091g7, TIET 92,
IRT G T FAre 7 ATt
galell aaaet ga.

HERNE FEAIRGG : AR ST AR 003
YHAR, A% 9¢ FoA 003

. 2139 ( STRIEl a9 JSdleR ) : FAYA! Heled,
d7 SO SAAH 799 909 3 Jeid diderel 9 Ared A%
HEcTeT aTdiehs T aavsad e 99 g Tl 37 07 mamad
AT e Bed, STl et del.

“IT AT HHART HeAad! HESAT 9 HERTE Id  ofeel
T 3G HHATT HeTe AredT SgcdT@rel ST dHarai 23 el
003 TSl SR @18l Ik T STiE A, JeTs YdTal TH=dT 9
S W ad qITeITETad ST &l ST g, Haeieh adt
H&T TUA 003 UMA e AT &M "eNE 9l 9%
HIUATT QTEAH AT HoHTge] ATl STHATAFu = S0, FeaN,
g & A 2003 IS ART &Hd U9 HHIH 3093 AT AT
g% 9 TUA 003 UMGA &9 Od U HHATAMT 68 AT
TAMHAR 3TEE T80 YTl aiel @A F @i, & 7
FITATET T ST = e STIe JHRET e
FART HHATITAT AAMed  FH Al T o Jig Swdy o
JTETEd SMEATE! ¥ el & I d aT.”

=, IR 39 ( I TSTHAT ) © FHYAT HEled, @t
AT FAGATAT Tl AT T S Id I el
ST Hl O Fde ST SHAH THTETAT gedrd? Sadl.

T:Y‘TFI‘:ITCIT‘& o Adad HUTETAT YT odd1d m GTI%
1. . TG Ui, a9 W | qded

T A Ad e Sid 9 ArEEY qaRId 99 HenTE
AT 9 deY AEarad A6 SEcel $hg AT Jeme g
Tt G g9 qUATHST H§ FHEe 8 Al el BuArd Sl .
e T ATl BRI U, & 9 SHAT 2009 Il
T ITHGBIT 3 GehT/HHART TN Tdl &5 &4id 9 T U
003 UHH (T TG d IR U HHATAMT Hhe SMEATA]
HETE AT aTeiedl el 94 Zakh 9 ik 9 TUH 2003
IR %8 STETEA GAMHER S HEFTE Sedr=Al o 9 3 arel
T ST FHIIET 0 U STl 2l TR FeTTE Jara
AEHS T MEATER YSUIRT SN YR T4 e F It
T ST T TRACT el &1 gk 9 ot 003 T ik 9
AHETRT 003 URIH ST Al HETE Wl atel 3T Td
SAUITT ST SMed. HHAR! HEaeHe AMUgia? 9a- TRTa?
FHHART HFSATAT T T A1 a9l Hvdrd Id 3%

T T AT AT =T BHHATAT STHAT THIAAT e 3T
T FYfeRTeh ATEl.

. N2 3WE : VI FEIGT, AT SHON S Aded Id 7d
hefel STe AEHIT Aal G diF U9 JaREdrd Sfed. STl
Had SURET heled] Bl Gaid IaX a1 AdeAmed gale el
ST A7 Al FaHed T2 e 3E. &ih & A1, 2003
TIS=AT AR %l 999 HHI® _993 T golel Ia¥, o 37T T2
THR 3118 . o1 SAHEY TS el 38 i, “ &k 9 U 2003
IR Hel € U FHATAMT %8 AT GAER ST JeFE
qTET. I GEid I AdeAmed goldl ATEl. & a1 g e deae
T FHATIET FATTET HedT=l WaT ~Tea AARed 8T
Al TE, AT GaT STl 39 WId helell 32 . df G&T &l
U el P aX HHAR T a9l ®& U § 3T Jald

— —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Nagpur University Teachers’ Association
MEETING NOTICE : 1
Dated : 08.10.2003

From :

Prof. Dr. E. H. KATHALE
Secretary, NUTA

N-162, Reshim Bag, Nagpur-444 009

To,
All the members of the
Nagpur University Teachers’ Association

Dear members,

I have the honour to inform you that General Body
meeting of the Nagpur University Teachers’ Association
will be held at 12.00 noon, on the Day and the Date
mentioned below.
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: 2. If you propose to move any resolution for the
consideration of the General Body, you are requested

| to send such resolution to me, with a copy to Prof.

| B.T.Deshmukh, President NUTA, No. 3, Subodh Colony,

| Near Vidarbha Mahavidyalaya, Amravati 444604 within

| a period of 10 days from the date of the posting of
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this Bulletin.

3. It will not be possible to include in the agenda,
resolutions received after the due date. So please make
it convenient to send such resolutions, if any, within
the stipulated time. The place of the meeting will be
intimated to you alongwith the agenda.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
Sd/- E. H. Kathale
Secretary, NUTA.

Day and Date of the Meeting:

Sunday
the, 30th November, 2003

—_————— ——— — — — — — — — — — — —
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Dearness Relief on pension/family pension

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Finance Department

Resolution : No. DRP-1003/126/SER-4

Mantralaya, Mumbai 400 032, dated 14 August 2003

Read :- Government Resolution, Finance Department,
No. DRP 1002/136/Ser-4 Dated 18th May 2002

RESOLUTION

Government is pleased to decide that dearness relief
shall be paid to the State Government Pensioners/Family
Pensioners on their basic Pension/Family Pension to com-
pensate them for the rise in cost of living at the rate of 55 %
with effect from 1st August 2003.

2. Payment of dearness relief involving a fraction of a
rupee shall be rounded of to the next higher rupee.

3. Itwill be the responsibility of the Pension Disbursing
Authority, i.e.Pay and Accounts Officer, Mumbai/Treasury
Officers, as the case may be, to calculate the quantum of
dearness relief payable in each individual case.
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| 4. Government is also pleased to direct that above deci- |
| _sions s_hould, _mutatis_mutandis, apply_to those employees |
| mc_ludmg far_mly pensioners of_Recognlseq and _Alded Edu- |
cational Institutions, Non Agricultural universities and af-

I filiated Non Government Colleges and Agricultural Univer- I
| sities to whom the pension scheme is made applicable. |
| 5. In exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to |
| section 248 of the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads and |
| Panchayat Samitis Act, 1961 (Mah. V.of 1962) and of all the |
| other powers enabl_ing it in that behalf, Government is fur- |
| ther pleaseq to deplde tha_t the abpve deC|5|o_n apply to the |
| pensioners including family pensioners of Zilla Parishads. |
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
\ J

6. State Government Employees who had drawn
lumpsum payment on absorption in a PSU/Autonomous
body./Local Bodies and have become entitled to restora-
tion of 1/3rd commuted portion of pension as well as revi-
sion of the restored amount in terms of Government Reso-
lution, Finance Department, No. DRP 1099/306/SER-4, dated
15th November 1999 will also be entitled to the payment of
dearness relief on the restored amount of 1/3rd commuted
portion of pension at the revised rates and for the periods,
prescribed in paragraph 1 above.

7. The expenditure on this account should be debited to
the Budget Heads to which the retirement benefits of the
employees mentioned in the above paras are debited and
should be met from the grants sanctioned thereunder.

8. All orders in force in regard to the payment of relief on
pension sanctioned by Government from time to time will,
Mutatis Mutandis, apply to the dearness relief now sanc-
tioned.

By order and in the name of the Governor of
Maharashtra,

Vasant W. Chaudhari

Deputy Secretary to Government

—_—— ———— — — — — — — ——— — —
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT NO.20

Requests for changes in address for the purpose of
mailing and correspondence, have been reaching us
frequently from the members. So to record these changes
in Life Member's Register systematically, and to follow
up these changes effectively, steps have been taken by
The Treasurer.

2. We hereby acknowledge the receipt of the requests
for change in address from members whose Life
Membership Numbers and changed addresses are
included in Twentyfifth List of Changed Addresses of
Life Members of NUTA. Details of the said list are as
follows:-

TWENTYFIFTH LIST:- Serialized Nos
changed Addresses from 1137 to 1161 (Notified in 2003
Ex. File on Page 49) The Life membership Numbers of
those requesting members are as follows :-

[ |
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
| : of the |
I I
I I
: 71, 610, 748, 1042, 1203, 1216, 1217, 1321, 1351, :
| 1870, 1920, 2125, 2508, 2524, 2582, 2603, 2673, 2940, |
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
[ |

3654, 4072, 4112, 4345, 4395, 4605, 4740 = Total 25

3. No separate and individual acknowledgement shall
be issued in this regard.

4. Hereafter requests for change in address shall be
sent only to me. (Prof. S.A. Tiwari, Treasurer NUTA,
42, Shankar Nagar, Amravati-444 606.)

5. Members may please note that such requests sent
to any other office bearer of NUTA Executive may not
be speedily and effectively followed up. We hope that
the members shall continue to cooperate with us to serve
them better.

6. List No. 24 containing address changes from 1074
to 1136 was published as Acknowledgement No. 19 on
page No.21 of 2003 NUTA Bulletin.

30.09.2003 S.A. Tiwari

Treasurer NUTA

—_————— ——— — — — — — — — — — — —
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more than the total number of years in their entire service
for eligibility in the cadre, may be placed in the next higher
cadre after adjusting the total number of years. This situa-
tion is likely to arise as, in the earlier scheme, the number
of years required in a feeder cadre were much more than
those envisaged under this notification.”
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NAGPUR UNIVERSITY TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION

I AdR, &did 3 A 2002, sl GURL 8.9y dTeldl HIRAT HeT d=ay,
3TMRIAd! ALY AT Ac-Ac Id
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Distt: Akola : - Hushe S.S., Kadu Umesh, Nagulkar K.R.,
Ranpise R.R., Raut S.K.,Tayade A.V., Wankhade Prakash
R.,Wikhe A.D.

Distt: Amravati :- Aahate Sumedh Y., Banbole D.R., Bawane
Pramod M.,Bawane V.S.,Bhise Sau.Alka, Bhoyar Sau.V.S., Bijwe
Gajanan A., Bramhane Rajesh T.,Changole N.V., Chavhan Rajesh
R.,Chavhan S.R.,Chore Ku.Jyoti J.,Dakhode Ravindra D., Dangare
Ashok R., Darane Vijay D.,Deshmukh Sanjay V.,Dhole Pradeep
S.,Dighade S.R., Gajbhe H.B., Ingole Ku.Jayshri S.,Isapure
Ku.M.R., Jagtap S.V., Javanjal Ku.J.N., Joshi A.V., Kadu Anil R.
, Kale A.M.,Kale Gajanan S., Kale S.P., Kanfade S.M. , Kanholkar
Ku.K.S.,Kapse Vijay D., Kapse Vivek D., Karmore J.D., Kherde
Dinesh B., Kulsange R.T., Meshram S.H., Mete V.G.,Nishane V.S.,
Paraskar P.S., Patil Sanjay D., Raghuwanshi G.B., Rathod Chandan
N., Raut P.A., Raut V.M., Sarpate R.M., Sawarkar Ravindra D.,
Sawarkar Sau.V.J.,Sontakke R.S., Tatte Eknath D., Telmore Vinod
N., Thakare V.B., Thakare V.R., Thakur S.D., Vairale G.S., Ellkar
V.D., Yenkar Ku.Pradnya S.

Distt: Bhandara : - Nil

Distt: Buldhana : - Ambhore G.T., Dehankar V.M., Dongare
Vasant R., Gawande Subhash P..Jukkalkar S.I.,Kale Gokul B.,
Kamble Rahul N., Kutemate Nana B., Patil Abhay M., Rathod
Atamaram P.,Raut S.G., Shinde Bhagwan D.

Distt: Chandrapur :- Sontakke Dilip P.
Distt: Gadchiroli :- Chavhan V.G., Ghonmode R. V., Khandare
H.W., Kukreja S.G., Nagdeve Ku.S.T., Papadkar J.N., Singh S.R.

Distt: Gondia :- Baghele J.B., Bhagat G.K., Bhairam R.B.,
Deshmukh P.P., Deshpande Ku.M.K., Dhawale Ku.L.Y., Gaikwad
Anil, Gajbhiye V.T., Kakde D.U., Kamble D.M., Rane V.I,
Suryawanshi B.G., Thakur J.I.

Distt: Nagpur :- Dhote Rajesh R.,Dongre Sunil P., Jagdale
Tejsinh L.,Kakade P.R.,Kongre Nitin C.
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Distt: Wardha :- Bodhe Shrikrushna B., Gothane Surendra
M., Khadagi Devendra D., Lohe Subhash R., Malpe Dilip B., Mohod
Ganesh B., Nikhade R.K., Punvatkar Vinod M.,Sawai Rajesh T.,
Thakare Pradeep S.

Distt: Washim :- Ali A.Y., Bakal Rajendra R.,Bhagat Devidas
S., Chaudhari J.R., Deoke Pramod D., Ghongate Gajanan B., Kadu
Manoj G., Kanhake Nageshwar R., Kanherkar S.H., Kedar G.T.,
Maske R.G., Mathurkar Rajesh H., Pande Vijay B., Pawar Sahebrao
S., Rane Rajaram S., Rasekar S.B., Rathod Prakash P., Rathod
V.M., Taktode Madhukar S., Thakare Narendra A., Waghole Sharad
J., Wanjari H.V., Wankhade K.S., Wankhede P.S.

Distt: Yavatmal :- Bageshwar P.D., Chauhan Vinod R.,
Chavan Ulhas M., Dahale Sau.Snehal S., Dixit Vijay B., Gomase
Mahesh P., Jadhao V.D., Jadhao V.K., Jagtap Vijay S., Jaiswal
Pradeep P., Koturwar D.D., Mehare Narayan G.,Mehare Sau.Manik
N.,Meshram Deepak S., Navalekar Uday V., Pande M.M., Pawade
E.D., Rathod Maroti B.,Shende Sujata H., Solanke Ajay J., Solanke
Y.S., Tone Vikas R., Virani R.S., Watile Vijay J., Zilpilwar Pradeep
D.
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Ve N
No.CIM/15 : : Dated 08th October, 2003

CORRECTION
in the copy of the Minutes
(1) Copy of the Minutes of the

(a) Meeting of the NET/SET affected teachers, held
on Sunday, the 3rd March, 2002 at Bharatiya
Mahavidyalaya, Amravati, at 4.15 pm, is circulated on
pages 89 and 90 of this (2003) NUTA BULLETIN.

|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
(b) Meeting of the teachers affected by not count- :
ing the total service, if the number of years required in
a feeder cader are less than those stipulated for place- I
ment in the next higher cader, on Saturday, the 31st |
May, 2003, at ShIks_hak Bhavan, Amravati University, |
Cz_impus, Amravati, is circulated on pages 88 and 89 of |
this (2003) NUTA BULLETIN. |
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
J

(2) A teacher, who attended the meeting, may sug-
gest correction, if there is any, to the Minutes. It may
be pointed out to the Secretary (Prof.E.H.Kathale, Sec-
retary, NUTA, N-162 Reshim Bagh, Nagpur-440 009.)
by letter within 10 days from the date of posting of this
Bulletin.

(3) It will not be possible for the Corrections received
after the due date to be included in the List of Corrections
for consideration.

(4) Please send one copy of your letter to Prof.
B.T.Deshmukh, President NUTA, 3 Subodh Colony, Near
Vidarbha Mahavidyalaya, Amravati 444 604.

Dr. E.H. Kathale

Secretary NUTA
skoskoskoskoskoskosk
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Impact of Policy Derivatives of Structural
Adjustment Policy on Education

Dr. V.K. Tewari
National Secretary, AIFUCTO

Education has become the dominant State Ideological
Apparatus especially during the past one decade which is
also the decade of Structural Adjustment Policy (SAP) with
the powerful trio : Liberalisation, Privatisation, Globalisation
(LPG) sweeping the political- economy of the developing
nations. The dominant class of profiteers and exploiters has
started using the educational apparatus for enhancing the
consumerist ethos and is now all set to privatise the educa-
tional Institutions under almost complete deregulation so as
to provide free playing ground to the profit-minded investor
as well as the communalism-surcharged perpetrator of the
philosophy of fundamentalism. The SAP is conceived purely
in terms of market-free-economy, de-regulation,
privatisation, commercialisation and globalisation as these
are the pre-requisites for neocolonialism. While
contextualising the historical perceptions and goals of In-
dia, this paper will attempt to analyse the pernicious impact
of SAP and LPG on the political-economy of education in
India and will also concentrate on the situation in Punjab in
the context of the political bankruptcy that has compelled
the state to recede to a much lower position in national edu-
cational scenario. Evidently, the way the state, i.e. the gov-
ernment at the national and state levels has surrendered be-
fore the World Bank-IMF-WTO pressures becomes the
major intertext of our developmental ethos, and here lies the
coup of the great saga of freedom struggle that saw un-
precedented sacrifies and showed the way towards self-
reliant economy and non-militarist foreign policy of Non-
aligned Movement (NAM).

The discourse envisaged herein is both resistant and
combative. The SAP & LPG are subversive of national
ethos. With the capitalist ethos coming to the forefront, the
communalisation of the educational apparatuses has become
dynamic to lay a siege on the secular and democratic char-
acter of our constitution and polity. For the private investor
under ever-sharpened capitalism, the felt-need is that of
majoritarianism calling hell to the minorities. The subter-
fuge created by the capitalist and the communalist is at its
hilt today, Marketisation, corporatisation of all the sectors,
particularly the sector of education and more particularly
the sector of higher education is ruling the roost as the gov-
ernmental support to LPG is the dominant political discourse.
The proponents of privatisation are in fact the predators of
national economy and that is why and how the hitherto public-
funded system of education has come under attack in spite
of some of the significant contribution made by the same
public sector, e.g. the university and R&D sector in pro-
moting self-reliance even under the most grim condition of
8% of GDP (less than1%) allocation for this vital sector.

How did we build the formidable sector of university-
level and R&D-level research even under dismal financing?
How did we make India visible in the world? An India of the
perception of the foreigners as a land of snake-charmers
became visible in the world technology: atomic energy,
space, telecommunications, bio-technology and other var-
ied technologies and knowledges produced by the Indian
scientists, educators, students and workers. When the in-
stitutions like Atomic Energy Commission, Defence and
Research Development Organisation and a host of other
national institutes have done extremely well while compet-
ing with world technologies is a matter of great pride. In-
stead of encouraging the scientific community, the Indian
polity of sorts has been busy in condemning the educational
and national-laboratory system. Why this castigation of en-

trepreneurs in spite of the wide-spread brain drain, the drain
that drained off the rich intellectual resources produced by
this very system. This has had big impact on the nation as
the power-that-be cared little for them and the nation.

There has been a conspiracy, hatched deliberately, to
keep India low in the world technological scenario. It has
been a powerful conspiracy to let in Multinational Corpora-
tions (MNCs) at the cost of India. The World Bank-IMF
combine has been trying hard to keep India subservient to
the world leaders in the field of knowledges and technolo-
gies.

In the yesteryears, there has been a convert attempt to
keep India low, but today it has come to the forefront under
SAP, LPG and our subservience to honour the neo-imperi-
alist masters. There is a twin effort to please the master
discourse : to subserve our efforts; to placate the Indian
Industrial monopoly houses, Both the attempts usher in neo-
imperialism. Disinvestment of the Public Sector Under-
takings (PSUs) is a point to note of Dismantling the
Public Sector e.g. 27 units to earn Rs. 12000 crore to
meet the deficits of the budget (2001-02) is an exercise
in national betrayal. At whose behest is all this taking
place? Evidently, the IMF-World Bank diagnosis of the ills
of Indian economy is centered around our PSUs as quite a
few of them have been the bastions of the international com-
petitions where MNCs could not have their say. Sale of
BALCO to Sterlite for Rs. 551 crore, even when the worth
of the power plant is Rs. 500 crore and the BALCO has the
cash reserve of Rs. 427 crore, besides the land assets; the
whole assets coming to worth over Rs. 5000 crore. This
sale speaks volumes about the so-called national ethos of
‘nationalists’. Indeed, the stakes are high for those who
wish to preserve the national assets from being sold-out for
a song.

It would be pertinent to discuss higher education in this
perspective when the nation has been put mercilessly on
sale. Today, there is : PM’s Council on Trade and Industry
managed by PMO. Under PM’s order, the task of Reforms
in Education and Rural Development has been given to one
Mr. Ambani, the representative of the Corporate sector.
TheAmbani-Birla Report (April 2000) sounds death-knell
of higher education. Its ‘mantra’ is: the State must with-
draw fully from the higher education sector and let it fend
for itself. Infact, it is a clarion call to let higher education be
only in the private sector and thus commercialise it to the
hilt. The new- found love is actuated by the fact of the
rich profits in the sector: management, computer sci-
ence, information technology and the allied fields. These
sectors of education are very popular. The trends are evi-
dent. So, private investment is of great significance for the
profiteer. Under de-regulation of economy as it is mar-
ket- economy, there is absolutely no standard with re-
spect to the infrastructure, faculty and other needs of
the system. The investor has full authority and there
is none else to check malpractices and fraudulent ac-
tivities.

Sponsored by Mr. A.B. Vajpayee, the Prime Minister, the
Ambani-Birla Report is a recipe for the destruction of In-
dian University system. Does the NDA Government not
know that 6% of GDP allocation for education is a prom-
ised goal to have been achieved by 1985, but even in 2001
the nation is allocating only 3.8% for education. This dismal
allocation is compounded by the subversive action not to
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increase it further. The nations which have achieved devel-
oped economies have been allocating much more to
strengthen the backbone of national development. Clearly,
the PM has abdicated the national responsibility and has
colluded with the forces of neo-imperialism.

Perhaps, pained by the ever-falling graph of investment,
the PM declared at the session of Indian Science Congress
(January 2000) that the nation would be deploying at least
2% of GDP for the university and R&D sector. Alas! he
never mentioned his resolve again and did nothing to sal-
vage his own word. This speaks in itself for the Vajpayee
charisma. Instead he has become an easy colluding party to
the spree of privatisation.

This view is fully substantiated by the specially reqg-
uisitioned Ambani-Birla Report (quoted as Report). The
theme of the Report is : remove all (governmental and
constitutional) controls and regulations to legitimise
the private investment in higher education, especially
the one that promotes knowledge-industry to meet the
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market-oriented competitive environment in the
Cyberage. To create knowledge-based economy the
university system is seen as incapable and so the solution
lies for them, in the inputs of commercial houses to gener-
ate knowledges. Where there is democratic governance,
some cogent, profound rules are essential to save the insti-
tutions from the adage : Absolute power corrupts absolutely.
They see the Rules as impediments in the way of pri-
vate investment and so seek full operational freedom.
Actually this is being sought to loot the students, ex-
ploit the employees. Real democracy is enshrined in con-
stitutional obligations to protect the rights of the people and
to promote their welfare. The Report promotes undemo-
cratic trends and so is entirely anti-national and anti-people.

The new-found ‘freedom’ is suggested in the enactment
of Private University Act to facilitate the creation of private
universities in the fields of science and technology and man-
agement and other profit- making knowledge-industry
courses. Clearly such universities will be self-financing and
they will recover the full cost from the students. Since the
private initiative is to be encouraged, so it is obvious
that the government rules to acquire land at low prices
and other means indirectly supportive will also be ex-
tended. The politician- capitalist nexus will dominate in the
garb of this Act.

Besides, the Report strongly recommends the total
withdrawal from the existing state-funded university
system. The user-pays principle is to be strictly en-
forced. There is a proposal of “credit market for edu-
cation” to extend loans, credits to those who cannot
afford the high cost. The money thus saved is proposed to
be used for the school system. This is to accentuate social
conflicts. Instead of making the whole system truly inte-
grated and integrative, the PM’s Report uses the capitalist
ideology of Divide and Rule through encouraging the bully-
ing tactics that school education has suffered due to over-
funding of higher education.

The Act, which instituted the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) in 1956 with laudable national objectives, is
now under threat. The Report has hijacked the constitution
to serve the ends of the private exploiter in two ways : 1.
Suggestion to have Private University Act; outside the pur-
view of the UGC; 2. The UGC will have a much truncated
role as it will no longer exist as a funding agency for the
development of university-college sector. The demise of the
UGC seems predetermined by the PM’s Council on some
counts : 1. the UGC has contributed to the educational de-
velopment, despite many fault-lines; 2. the UGC has blocked
the frauds in the name of education through the exposure of
fake universities; 3. the UGC Act does not permit Private
University Act; 4. the significant expression ‘G’ for Grants
in the very name is a hate-full word and so the attempt to
re-christen the UGC as University Education Commission
of India. Since its inception, the UGC has done a lot; how-
ever, much more could have been done,but the notable fact
is that the funding of the UGC has been on decline.

The projected statistics of the Report are interesting and
so worth analysis. Before we come to that let us have a
brief look at the existing scenario. At the dawn of indepen-
dence, India had about one lac students in twenty universi-
ties and five hundred colleges. By 1997, the no. of university-
level institutions rose to 229 and colleges to 11831 in 1999-
2000 (out of this 1520 are colleges for girls). The student
enrolment rose from one lac in 1947 to 77.34 lac in 2000;
percentagewise it stands at about 6%. The graph touched
the high of 7% in 1988 and 7.4% in 1990; since then there
is a decline. According to the UGC’s Annual Report of 1998-
99, 80% students were in faculties of Arts, Science, Com-
merce and only 20% in professional faculties. The break-up
of 80% is Arts (40.4%), Science (19.6%), Commerce
(21.9%), Education (2.3%), Veterinary Science (0.3%), Laws
(5,3%), Others (0.8%), Further, Graduate (87.9%), PG
(9.8%), Research (0.9%), Diploma/Certificate (1.4%). The
UGC report emphasises that “the foundations of Higher
Education are laid in colleges), which should have far reaching
policy implications, especially for greater financing of this
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sector particularly with reference to promoting relevance
and quality” (p. 118). It is worthwhile to note that 80% of
UG and 55% PG students are in colleges, But, under sec-
tion 2(f) and 12(B) of the UGC ACT, only 5031 colleges
and 116 (out of 167) state universities are presently eligible
for grants. 71% of the UGC budget goes to the Central
Universities (15, including colleges of University of Delhi)
and only 29% is left for all other Universities and colleges,
Student enrolment by male : female ratio was 8.29:1 (1947),
1.69:1 (1996) in general education; and 9.98:1 (1957) and
3.12:1 (1996) in professional colleges. Percentage wise en-
rolment of SC/ST student declined from 13.76% in 1957 to
12.25% in 1996; however it rose in professional colleges
from 7.9% in 1957 to 10.3% in 1996. Student : Teacher
ratio was 12.6:1 in 1965 and 21.7:1 in 1998.

While the percentage allocation of GDP for education
has been on the decline, presently it is 3.8%, in spite of the
commitments made in NPE-1968, 1986, 1992 to raise it to
6% of GDP. It shows that education is no priority for gov-
ernments. The percentage share of higher education touched
the high of 25% in IV Plan and declined steadily to 8% in
VI Plan; while the percentage allocation of GDP has been
: 0.19% (1950- 51), 0.39% (1960-61), 0.77% (1970-71),
0.98% (1980- 81), 0.39% (1990-95).

The economics of education has been outlined in the
Report upto the year 2015. The projected figures are : total
population of 125 crore; 5 to 24 years of age at 45 crore;
out of 11 crore (19-24 years of age) about 2.2 crore will go
for higher education, i.e. 20% of the age group, Institutions
need : 7.3 lac primary, 2.36 lac middle/secondary and 27000
university and college level. Finance needed : about 10 lac
for each primary school; 20 lac for middle school; 40 lac
for a college; thus the total money needed is 88900 crore,
i.e. 5900 crore every year for 15 years. The annual recur-
ring expenditure will be one lac eighty thousand crore. The
Report says 90% of expenditure for primary education will
be borne by government; at secondary school sector 50%
and 50% by government and private sector, and 37% and
63% Govt. and private sector respectively at uniq level. Total
expenditurewise, Rs. 75000 crore needed for the purpose
will have to be borne by 2.2 crore students. So, on an aver-
age each student has to pay Rs. 35000/- as fee fund (ex-
cluding hostel, books etc.) Going by price rise, inclusive of
all expenses, each year it will be around 1 lac to 1.5 lac; i.e.
7 to 8 lac upto PG in Humanities. The case of professional
courses like Medical, Engineering, Management, informa-
tion Technology and other Knowledge-based and knowl-
edge-generating areas, the expenses would be much higher.
Even today, each student has to pay heavily to get this edu-
cation.

Under the existing fee/fund structure, there are only about
6% of students in total higher education, Raising it to 20%
of the total i.e. 2.2 crore out of 11 crore in the 19-24 years
age group in a highly commercialised setup is a very formi-
dable task. Given the fall in GDP growth at the national
level, the per captia income will go down and the dismal
fact is that it would be impossible to touch the 20% level of
enrolment (this level is considered as the basic level to ahcieve
actual development). As per the 1995 figures, the gross
enrolment ratios in higher education are : 51.0% (developed
countries, with Canada touching 100%); 8.9% (developing
countries; Asia-9.7%, Africa-5.6%, Latin America 17.3%)
As proportion of GDP, India is spending, perhaps, mini-
mum, at 3.8% where as Namibia spends 8.7%, Maldives-
8.1%, Sweden-8.4%, Botswana- . 8.5%, to take a few cases.
So, both in terms of enrolment and GDP allocation, India is
at one of the lowest of the low in Ranking (comparable to
HDI, i.e. at no. 134)

The statistics of the Report face tough challenge from
the harsh realities. To begin with, the persistent betrayal of
the constitutional mandate under article 45 has resulted into
more than 40% illiteracy; NPE-1986 and 1992 show the
need of 1.22 lac additional primary schools and 2.5 lac ad-
ditional middle schools for the population of 300 and 500
respectively; the NPE-1986 says that 4 million primary teach-
ers are needed to have 2 teacher schools for five classes. In

an article in The Hindu of 21.12.99, Mohan Dharia says : 1.
nearly 50% people live below poverty line; 2. about 80% of
people have no protection against price rise; 3. 50% of land
is still waste/wasted; 4. 1.60 lac villages have no drinking
water facility; 5. thousands of villages are without approach
roads; 6. drop out rates are very alarming. The Annual Re-
port of MHRD for the 1998-99 says : “Almost 35% of chil-
dren drop out before reaching class five and over 50% reach
class VIII”.
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These facts fly in the face of the facts proposed by the
Report. Large-scale illiteracy, poverty, high dropout rates
present a dismal scenario. Thus, the marginalised popula-
tion is very high; how to bring them to the centre-stage of
literacy and poverty alleviation is a big task. Education is the
backbone of national development and it is here that urgent
political decisions are needed. But the Report is sketchy,
ignores many vital facts and areas, is ahistorical; it suggests
market- oriented education, even though it says that the gov-
ernment has full responsibility towards primary education.

Annual rating and accreditation of institutions is also to
be made compulsory. It is essential that the institutions do
work and develop, but the hidden agenda of NAAC is to
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wipe out the underdeveloped and developing institu-
tions by freezing their grants to begin with and finally
reducing them to zero; and to support only the centers
of excellence. Many colleges in the rural area are likely to
face extinction on many counts; thus further depriving the
rural people of access to education.

An emphatic assertion about the Report is that it is the
exclusive reserve of the PM and his Council. The PM has
not made it public, has not initiated any discussion in the
Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha. Whereas earlier the major issues
used to be discussed publicly, but now the PM’s authority
is final. The clandestine ways to inject the Report into the
nation’s economy of education needs total culture of si-
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lence and so the proposal to keep students a political,
depoliticised as the capitalists, both foreign and local, know
that political awareness among students is likely to impede
the injection of LPG. Since this concerns the whole nation,
so the Report should be rejected.

To be fair to the Report in its capitalist ideological thrust
to use education as a dominant state apparatus most openly
and flagrantly, it is essential to note that the promoters of
this thrust have been operating in many ways, though they
have also been hibernating under the pressure of the demo-
cratic movements of trade unions, workers, teachers, stu-
dents. | may use my analysis presented in an earlier paper:
“Role of Teachers in National Development: A Holistic Critical
Perspective”. The contributors to UGC Occasional Papers
No. 1,1994, unabashedly propagated the thesis that the stu-
dents pay “the full cost of their education”. The philosophy
of Adam Smith in Wealth of Nations has been invoked to
extort full cost. The major prescriptions are: 1. teachers
should cease to be regular, salaried employees, instead they
should be independent professionals like doctors, architects,
lawyers, musicians etc., 2. “students should pay the full
cost of higher education... to make them more responsible”.

Further, the institutes should provide physical facilities
and “charge the teachers a certain fee or rent”, the student
may or may not attend lectures at one or more places; re-
search be funded by the interested industry or the govern-
ment, but it would be the duty of the teacher to bring funds;
variables fees as per the variable competencies of teachers.
For the poor, loan system, what the Report coins finely :
“credit market for education”. These ideologues only think
and advocate commodification and reification to serve there
political masters.

My second example is “Report on National Colloquium
on Right to Education as a Fundamental Right” brought out
by the UGC in September 1992 in the wake of Supreme
Court Judgement delivered on July 30, 1992. Since the judg-
ment focuses : on right to education as a fundamental right;
on the obligation of the state in the state-owned or state-
recognised institutions; on “charging of capitation fee by
the private educational institution as a consideration for ad-
mission is wholly illegal and cannot be permitted” and so
on; therefore critical analyses of the adversarial Colloquium
is essential. They have invoked Ariticle 41 of the Constitu-
tion to say that the State has limits on its economic capac-
ity, so not obliged to follow the judgement. So, “New Per-
spectives of Policy”, unleashed blatantly advocate : recov-
ery of full cost, no subsidy for higher technical and profes-
sional education; system be reformed structually to make it
market-friendly; invitation to private universities; linkage be-
tween education and industry, etc.

These two documents are the product of the SAP and
its derivatives : LPG; the period of first generation reforms
under Dr. Manmohan Singh. The Report is a much stronger
expression of this. There is one vital difference, that is, the
UGC documents are based on seminars; but the Report is a
specially requisitioned effort of th PM. Perhaps, another
difference is that the UGC co-opted the easily co-optable
academia to subserve the cause of the master capitalists’
but here the PM direclty assigned the task to representa-
tives of big corporate houses.

The critical intellection also needs the analysis of some
other prescriptions, notably coming from the World Bank
and IMF sources, the GATT Rounds started widening their
grip over international trade, commerce, industry and fi-
nancial sector, the two powerful debt- servicing agencies
initiated the effort at subtle subversion of the economies of
the developing nations. For nearly three decades, India re-
sisted the conditionalities to some extent only. From the early
1980s both IMF and World Bank blazed the trail by sug-
gesting cuts in subsidies, reform in labour laws, disman-
tling of PSUs; education also came under their thumb. What
the Report says on State’s withdrawal from higher educa-
tion to support the school sector is, infact, a prescription
from abroad. The logic is contradictory; and is meant to
offset the growth of higher education in India and other less
developed countries which have to depend on loans. “Re-

port on Financing Higher Education in Developing Coun-
tries” (1986) and “Higher Education : The Lessons of Expe-
rience” (1994) - these documents of the World Bank lay
strong emphasis on recovery of cost, on displacing higher
education from any sort of priority. The inherently illogical
argument is of returns. The prescriptions are.: increase fee-
fund structure to control access to higher education; loan-
system, free- play facilities to private investors, accredita-
tion.

The Ministry of Finance got entrapped and came out
with a Paper on “Government Subsidies in India” in May
1997 and declared higher education as “non-merit good”
since the recovery rate is as lows 1.25%. This concept was
further shaped by the HRD Minister in the Country Paper:
“Higher Education in India : Vision and Action” presented at
UNESCO World Conference on Higher Education (Paris,
Oct. 5-9-1998). It says : “The government wants to en-
courage private initiatives in higher education but not com-
mercialization”. The NDA Government’s Minister perhaps
knows well that privatisation and commercialization cannot
be disentangled, separated. Soon after, the action began, the
MHRD decided : on gradual withdrawal asking the institu-
tions to raise 25% of the recurring expenditure, on further
creation of Autonomous Institutions, on linking funding with
accreditation. So, the Report is an integral, strong thrust of
the on going prescriptions of World Bank- IMF-WTO.

Mr. M.K. Kaw, Secretary, MHRD informed the repre-
sentatives of the All India Federation of University and Col-
lege Teacher’s Organisations (AIFUCTO) on May 30, 2001
that the UGC had been busy preparing guidelines on private
universities as the Govt. of India was to sign WTO docu-
ments on trade and education. This was in response to the
AIFUCTO Memorandum on disallowing private universi-
ties ; foreign and local; and curbing rampant privatisation
and commercialization. We strongly argued against all this
and lodged our protest; and later on pass-Resolution at
Lucknow Conference (November 9-11, 2001) against Gen-
eral Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS) at Doha
Conference of WTO; more than 500 leaders of the affiliates
of the AIFUCTO signed separate petitions to the PM. This
threat to India’s sovereign university and research system
has to be resisted with full might as most of the mandates
of the neo-imperialists through WTO on intellectual Prop-
erty Rights, GATS, Agriculture and allied areas is an at-
tempt to take away our freedom and sovereignty. (Earlier,
the AIFUCTO had strongly opposed “The Private Universi-
ties Bill”, 1995).

Punjab

The above discussion has clearly shown that the state of
higher education is alarming; the danger signals are quite
visible and audible. Much of the thrust of the capitalist
idology in higher education in the state of Punjab is fast
widening and tightening its grip. The state- funded system
is facing or deals as the Punjab Govt. led by Mr. P.S. Badal
has imposed cuts on the budgets for university and college
sector. About 50 Govt. Colleges are starved of funds, so
the infrastructure in terms of regular faculty, laboratory,
library, sports etc. is very inadequate. The situation of col-
leges located in rural areas is still more vulnerable to lack of
interest.

There are 142 Non-govt. Aided Colleges where 95%
Deficit grant-in-aid scheme was introduced on 1- 9-78,
against the staff strength as on 1-11-77, later on it was up-
dated to 1-11-81 and has stood frozen at that level
(except 229 posts for compulsory subject of Punjabi at+2
level). There are about 23 unaided affiliated colleges where
the staff suffers on many counts; the colleges are under-
staffed, the staff is underpaid. The students have shell out
lot of fee-fund money. The case of Aided Colleges is very
peculiar today, there are about 1100 teaching and about 500
non-teaching posts for which no grant is given; so the teach-
ers are subjected to indignity and humiliation as they are not
paid their salary regularly. The courses in the emerging ar-
eas cost very dearly to the students.

Interestingly, and of course, profoundly, the Election
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Manifesto of SAD (Badal) for the Assembly Elections in
February 1997 promised to bring all colleges and schools
fully under grant system; even the Delhi Pattern was cited.
This promise did help Mr. Badal romp home a big majority.
Using the vote and democratic aspiration of the people were
just ploys as the SAD- BJP Govt. forgot this major election
promise and allowed education to dither. In a democratic
polity, this kind of wide chasm in word and action calls for
stringent measurers : constitutional and legal. With a view
to rub salt on the wounds of the colleges, the Badal Govt.
got prepared a Cabinet Memorandum to bring to zero even
the existing 95% grant. This sinister effort was opposed
through massive agitational actions by all the concerned;
the Punjab and Chandigarh College Teachers’ Union (PCCTU)
played the leading role.

The universities have generally colluded with the private
managements to impose back-breaking fee-fund structure
on students. Unfortunately, new courses have been allowed
in flagrant violation of the rules. The infrastructure is poor
but the fee is very high. The question of university account-
ability towards the students is at all low ebb as no student-
movement worth the name is visible; the legacy of mili-
tancy in the state left its mark- No Election, Even to Col-
lege-level-StudentAssociations and it continues.

The case of Punjab Technical University (PTU) is inglo-
riously unique in the annals of university system as this un-
democratic university manned by hand-picked political
appointess from top to the bottom has exploited the policies
to the hilt. Through the business concept of Franchisee,
PTU created six zones and many ‘Shops’ to sell education
in computer science etc., imposed high fees and shred the
loot : 30% for PTU; 25% for the Master Company and 45%
for the ‘Shop’ proprietor. Reportedly, Governmental-Bureau-
cratic-PTU-Private Investor Nexus has been dexterously
woven to share the loot. Perhaps, the Chancellor is/should
be aware of the ongoing major duping mechanism which
has violated the statutory provisions of the AICTE also. Who
will protect the Statutes ?

On finding the franchisee system not getting the node of
the UGC, the Punjabi University launched collaborations with
private computer companies. High cost of education in the
face of poor infrastructure has been actuated.

There has been a war of advertisements by AICTE, UGC
rejecting the unapproved courses and the universities, duly
helped by the Punjab Minister for Technical Education,
making counter claims. While the students and parents have
suffered in a big way; the Punjab Govt. and the Governor-
cum-Chancellor seem to have colluded in all this.

The Universities in Punjab have become Super Dupers.

The standard of education in about 14 Engineering Col-
leges which are self-financing, is much below the mark.
The infrastructures are unsatisfactory. The fee-fund struc-
ture in these colleges in Punjab is the highest in the country.
The students are being fleeced as proper amenities like Hos-
tel and Internet are not being made available in all the col-
leges. Other aspects like library, Laboratories, Playground,
Sports, Cultural activities are generally ignored. The service
conditions of the employees, with regard to due scales, PF,
Leave Rules etc. are not proper and so they have to lead
undignified life. The PTU has been in the news on many
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counts including improper seat allocation, examinations, re-
sults etc. PTU is churning out sub-standard students who
do not find placements and so rampant frustration.

It is also notworthy that the standards of Industrial Train-
ing Institutes (ITIs) and Polytechnics in Punjab are far from
satisfactory. The Post-Matric Certificate courses and Post+2
Diploma courses have not been adquately planned and fi-
nanced to meet the challenges of technological growth. In a
predominantly agricultural state, the voctional courses re-
lated to agriculture based industry and other areas have so
far not been duly organised. Regarding the four Polytech-
nics in the private-aided sector, the Punjab Govt. has taken
an entirely unjustified stand to reduce the grants to Zero
cuts of 33% 2000-01, 67% in 2001-02 and 100% from
2002-03 onwards have been imposed. Who proposes and
who disposes the policies in Punjab is an interesting fact;
reportedly the F.M. assured to continue 95% grant scheme,
but the P.M. and the officials of Finance Dept. struck down
the assurance and so had not released the grants. The result
is non-payment of salaries to the staff for many months.
Evidently, these polytechnics either face closure or the total
burden of running them passes on to the students: both the
cases are crises-rideen.

In spite of the many calls by the teachers’ unions for the
establishment of a statutory State Council for Higher Edu-
cation mandated by the U.G.C. have not been heeded to
Since there is strong political interference in the appoint-
ments to the top posts in the universities of Punjab, so the
standards have suffered. Funding has been frozen for quite
a few years, thus the universities have introduced
unaffordable fee-fund structure, besides imposing new funds
on students in affiliated colleges to fill the ever-shrinking
kitty. The Council will create a platform to discuss the is-
sues of Higher Education.

The ills of the university system have to be remedied so
as to usher in a new era of production of knowledges and
their dissemintion both with respect to research, academics
in all the areas while keeping in mind the needs of the state
and the nation. Composite, well-knit democratic governace
structure be introduced in universities and colleges with fair
representation of teachers, karamcharis, students and the
enlightened people. Collective, democratic efforts are needed
to achieve the targets. Accountability should be the hall-
mark of/for each one associated with the system.

Conclusion.

There exists a symbiotic relationship between the holis-
tic perspective and critically authentic intellection. In the
words of Paulo Freire, “The investigation will be most edu-
cational when it is most critical and most critical when it
avoids the narrow outlines of partial or ‘focalized’ views of
reality, and sticks the comprehension of total reality” (Peda-
gogy of the Oppressed, Harmondsworth : Penguin Books,
1975 p. 80). The policies of education being pursued lack
both holistic and critical perspective and so the urgent need
for building up mass awareness to usher in democratic edu-
cation system from K.G. to P.G. to Research to ensure dig-
nified, self-reliant national development.

(Courtsey T.M.0802P10)
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