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MINUTES

of the General Body Meeting of
NAGPUR UNIVERSITY TEACHERS'ASSOCIATION
held at 12.00 noon on SUNDAY, the

27th April, 2003 at
Lokmanya Tilak Mahavidyalaya,
Wani .

General Body of Nagpur University Teachers' As-
sociation met at 12.00 noon on Sunday, the 27th April,
2003 at Lokmanya Tilak Mahavidyalaya, Wani.
Prof. B.T.Deshmukh, President was in the chair. The
membership numbers of the members present at the
meeting are as follows :-

0044, 0048, 0058, 0072,
0090, 0129, 0137, 0154, 0238, 0260, 0269, 0302,
0380, 0389, 0432, 0438, 0496, 0537, 0542, 0543,
0546, 0547, 0549, 0550, 0551, 0585, 0662, 0737,
0738, 0754, 0892, 0895, 1113, 1161, 1177, 1258,
1329, 1406, 1433, 1538, 1540, 1629, 1636, 1656,
1699, 1700, 1701, 1713, 1715, 1753, 1792, 1820,
1849, 2102, 2103, 2108, 2131, 2149, 2154, 2276,
2317, 2350, 2350, 2352, 2369, 2371, 2375, 2395,
2414, 2503, 2511, 2518, 2524, 2575, 2592, 2664,
2666, 2861, 2870, 2906, 2976, 2977, 2979, 3070,
3071, 3072, 3235, 3236, 3237, 3238, 3264, 3298,
3300, 3304, 3316, 3341, 3351, 3370, 3371, 3374,
3375, 3384, 3432, 3446, 3449, 3478, 3483, 3486,
3487, 3498, 3508, 3515, 3520, 3619, 3621, 3632,
3667, 3745, 3750, 3770, 3787, 3805, 3816, 3870,
3895, 3969, 3971, 3972, 4006, 4019, 4053, 4065,
4066, 4076, 4120, 4121, 4132, 4273, 4274, 4275,
4346, 4381, 4501, 4504, 4599, 4612, 4742, 4743

Agenda of the General Body meeting was circu-
lated on pages 17 to 21 of 2003 NUTA Bulletin. Ad-
ditional Agenda was circulated to members as on
pages 41 to 48 of 2003 Ex-File.

ITEM NO. 330 :
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES :

CONFIRMED the minutes of the General Body
meeting of Nagpur University Teachers' Association
held at 12.00 noon on Sunday, the 29th September,
2002 at Shri. Pandharinath Arts & Commerce Col-

lege, Narkhed

Notes :- 1) Copy of the minutes was Circulated on pages
81 to 86 of 2002 NUTA Bulletin.

2) Corrections, if any, were invited in the copy of the
Minutes of the General Body Meeting of Nagpur University
Teachers'Association held at 12.00 noon on Sunday, the 29th
September, 2002 at Shri. Pandharinath Arts & Commerce
College, Narkhed, vide No.CIM/13 Dated 16th December,
2002 published on page 81 of 2002 Nuta Bulletin. No
correction was received.
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ITEM NO. 331 :
APPROVAL TO THE ANNUAL REPORT :

CONSIDERED AND APPROVED the Annual
Report regarding the working of the Association for
the calendar year ending on 31st December, 2002.

Notes : (i) As per Article VI (b) (iii) of the Constitution of
NUTA, the Annual Report of the working of the Association
was prepared by the Executive Committee (vide item No.2 of
2003) and was placed for the approval of the General Body.
(ii) The Copy of the Annual Report was circulated in 2003
NUTA Bulletin on page 25 &26 (iii) Prof. E.H.Kathale,
Secretary presented the Annual Report on behalf of the Ex-
ecutive Committee.

ITEM NO. 332 :
APPROVAL TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET :

APPROVED the Annual Budget of the Associa-
tion for the Financial year commencing on 1st April,
2003.

Notes : (i) Prof. S.A.Tiwari, Treasurer, NUTA, presented
the Budget on behalf of the Executive Committee. (ii) The
copy of the Budget was circulated on page No.18 of 2003
NUTA Bulletin.

ITEM NO.333 :
APPOINTMENT OF THE AUDITORS :

CONSIDERED AND APPROVED the following
resolution for the appointment of Auditors for the Fi-
nancial year ending on 31st March, 2003 namely :-

“C.R.Sagdeo & Co. Chartered Accountant
“Prabha Niwas” Nagpur be appointed as auditor for
the Financial year ending on the 31st March 2003

Note : (i) As per Article VII of the Constitution of NUTA
the "General Body shall appoint auditors annually in the
Annual Meeting of the Association.'' (ii) The Executive Com-
mittee resolved to recommend the above resolution, (Vide
item No. 4 of 2003) which was placed before the General
Body for its approval. (iii) Prof. S.A.Tiwari, Treasurer, on
behalf of the Executive Committee, moved the resolution.
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adjusting the total number of years. This situation is likely
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ITEM NO. 341 :
CAREER ADVANCEMENT SCHEME

Prof. A.S.Rahate with the permission of the house
withdrew the following resolution :-

“The general body meeting of NUTA hereby Re-
solves to request Amravati University and Nagpur
University to take the issue of Non-Implementation
of Career Advancement Scheme in their serious con-
cern & set up a mechanism to force the Non-Aided
private Colleges of Engg. and Tech. for immediate &
proper implementation of CAS and further requests
to initiate stringent action against those colleges who
avoid the proper implementation. This mechanism be
evolved & implemented within a month, from the date
of adoption of this resolution.”

AT BHID. IR :
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ITEM NO. 343 :
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FEEDER
CADRE BENIFIT

Dr. Bashisth Choubey with the permission of the
house, withdrew the following resolution :-

“At this juncture NUTA is unanimously requested
either to pressurize the government and the concerned
authorities for the implementation of the feeder cadre
which has already been approved by the Government
of Maharashtra and the UGC by their letters No. ausm
-1098/-144/(4564)/ = s1-4 dated 1 March, 1999 and
letter No. NGC-1298/(4619)/UNI-4 dated 11 Decem-
ber, 1999 and the UGC clarification letter No. F-3-1/
2000 (PS) dated 4 April, 2002 or to challenge the
matter in the court of Law so that the concerned teach-
ers can get justice.”

ITEM NO. 344 :

MFUCTO MEMORANDUM TO THE
UGC IN RESPECT OF NET/SET
QUALIFICATION

NOTED the MEMORANDUM TO THE UGC
in respect of NET/SET qualification condition
submitted by Prof. Dr. E.H. Kathale, President and
Prof. C.R. Sadasivan, General Secretary of MFUCTO
on 30th March 2003.

(MEMORANDUM TO THE UGC in respect of NET/
SET qualification condition submitted by Prof. Dr. E.H.
Kathale, President and Prof. C.R. Sadasivan, General
Secretary of MFUCTO on 30th March 2003. was ciculated
on page 45 to 48 of 2003 Ex-file. Now circulated in this
NUTA Bulletin)
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Prof.B.T.Deshmukh,
M.L.C.& Chairman, Assuarance Committee,
3, Subodha Colony, Near Vidarbha Mahavidyalaya,
AMRAVATI - 444 604. Phone No. (R) 2530080 (O) 2663646
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MAHARASHTRA FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY & COLLEGE TEACHERS' ORGANISATIONS
University Club House, B-Road, Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020.

Prof. Dr. E.H. Kathale

President,

N 162, Reshimbagh NAGPUR 440 009
Tel No. (0712) 2741098

Prof. C.R. Sadasivan

General Secretary

Gokuldham Bldg 1 S.V. Rd. Borivli (W) Mumbai 400 092
Tel : (022) 28063667, 56938030

MEMORANDUM TO THE UGC

ON APPOINTMENT OF TEACHERS IN THE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES IN MAHARASHTRA
AND THE NET/SET QUALIFICATION CONDITION

MUMBAI, 30TH MARCH 2003.

1. INTRODUCTION :

The Executive Committee of the MFUCTO at its meeting
held on Sunday, 2nd February 2003 at Mumbai, considered
various developments in respect of the NET/SET qualification
condition in the State of Maharashtra and the grave injustice
being caused to a large section of teachers working in the
Universities and affiliated colleges for no fault of theirs. It
was resolved that a delegation of the MFUCTO should meet
the Chairman of the University Grants Commission and
present a detailed Memorandum incorporating therein all
the relevant facts on the basis of which a special consideration
from the UGC for the said section of teachers would not
only be necessary but just and proper. Accordingly, this
Memorandum is being submitted to the UGC to serve as the
central document for discussion and a just resolution of the
issues involved in the problem.

2. LAWFUL INSTRUMENT FOR PRESCRIBING
QUALIFICATIONS :

2.1 The Non-Agricultural Universities in Maharashtra,
viz, University of Mumbai, SNDT Women's University,
University of Pune, Nagpur University, Amravati University,
Shivaji University, North Maharashtra University, Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedakar Marathwada University and
Ramanand Tirth University are governed by the provisions
of the Maharashtra Universities Act, 1994. Section 51(8) of
the said Act provides that Recruitment and Qualifications
of the teachers of the Universities and the affiliated colleges
is to be regulated by Statutes to be made by the Universities.
In case Statutes do not exist or where Statutes exist but they
need to be amended, and if in the opinion of the Universities
it is likely to take time before new Statutes could be brought
into existence or existing Statutes could be amended, Section
14(8) of the Act provides the Vice Chancellors with powers
to issue directions.

2.2 Section 8(3) of the said Act empowers the State
Government to issue Standard Code for the purpose of
securing and maintaining uniform standards by Notification
in the official Gazette.

[ F-1-11/97(PS)

| University Grants Commission

| Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg

| New Delhi 110 002.

April, 2003.

| Sh.C.R.Sadsivan

| General Secretary, MFUCTO

| Gokuldham Bldg. 1 Flat 5 IInd Floor, S.V.Road

| Borivli (West) Mumbai-400 092.

| Sir,

| With reference to your letter dated 11.2.2003
| regarding meeting for the MFUCTO in connection with
| NET/SET qualification in Maharashtra, I would like to
| inform you that the matter is under consideration of the
| Commission in consultation with the Universities in the
| State of Maharashtra.

I

|

Yours faithfully,
(K.C.Mahur)
Section Ofﬁcer/

————— —— —— —— — —— — — — — — — — —

—_———— ——— — — — — — — — — ———

2.3 It may be pointed out that the UGC is fully aware of
such provisions in the Universities Act in different States in
the country and therefore in all the Regulations/Notifications
that the UGC has been issuing from time to time, the UGC
has been emphasizing that it would be necessary for the
Universities to make Statutes to implement the UGC
Notifications/Regulations.

3. LAWFUL QUALIFICATIONS :

3.1 The qualifications applicable to teachers have been
modified from time to time in the country. These have been
given effect to prospectively and never retrospectively.
Though the UGC issued Notification No. F-1/11/87/CPP dated
19th September 1991, invoking the qualification of NET/
SET for teachers effective from 19th September 1991, the
State Government issued Government Resolution (GR) only
on 23rd October 1992. However, this was immediately
withdrawn and replaced by a new GR dated 27th November
1992. In fact, the State Government was vascillating in
taking a policy decision for the introduction of NET/SET
as entry point qualification condition for recruitment of

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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teachers in the Universities and the Colleges keeping in
mind that such NET/SET qualified teachers were not available
in such numbers as to meet the needs of the University system.
This will be clear from the fact that within a span of just
three months, three circulars were issued by the State
Government: the first dated 2nd February 1994 directing to
continue the services of the teachers who have not passed
NET for a further period till 31st March 1994; the second,
dated 7th March 1994 extending the time limit for passing
NET till 31st March 1995; and the third, dated 28/4/1994
specifying that the tenure of services of the teachers in the
colleges and universities has been further extended up to
31st March 1996 for passing NET.

3.2 It is worth noting that all this time the UGC was
continuously writing to the State Government for setting up
accredited NET at the State Level and also to make
amendments to the existing University Statutes.

3.3. It is necessary to point out that thereafter the State
Government issued GR dated 22nd December 1995 by which
the time limit for clearing NET/SET was completely
withdrawn, and that though such appointments should be
treated as ad hoc, they shall not be removed from the service
of the colleges and universities on the ground that they have
not passed NET/SET examination. It was provided in the
said GR that such teachers shall not be entitled to draw their
annual increments till they pass NET/SET examination.

3.4 It is necessary and equally important to point out
that thereafter Government issued another GR dated 22nd
May 1998 by which the annual increments of teachers
without NET/SET which had been declared as not being
entitled to, were restored in entirety. It was declared that
annual increments shall not be withheld on the ground that
the Lecturer has not passed NET/SET examination.

3.5 Thus, it is clear that instead of firmly introducing
NET/SET as compulsory entry point qualification condition
for recruitment of candidates through the competent legal
instruments such as the Standard Code, the State Government
took resort to informal instruments paying lip sympathy
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to the UGC directions.

3.6 In Maharashtra, NET/SET qualification, though stated
from time to time by the Government, was never brought
into existence as entry point qualification condition by the
lawful machinery, viz,. the Statutes or Directions by the
Vice Chancellor of the Universities or the Standard Code by
the State Government

3.7 It may be pointed out that for implementing the Fourth
Pay Commission scales of pay in Maharashtra after holding
negotiations with the MFUCTO, the Government issued the
GR dated 27th February 1989 (in the booklet at page 15 to
23)

In relation to qualification of NET/SET, it was stated at
para 9 (Page 17)

"...The detailed scheme for conducting the test including
its design, the agencies to be employed in the conduct of the
test, content administration, etc, will be worked out by the
UGC keeping in view the requirement of the media of
instruction followed by the different universities and colleges
and other relevant considerations... The same procedure
should continue to be in operation till it is suitably replaced
by the comprehensive test to be prescribed by the UGC."

3.8 The said GR was converted into Statutes in the
different Universities in Maharashtra and the same were
assented to by the Chancellor. The teachers who were
appointed under the said Statutes were therefore lawfully
recruited and they do not require any relaxation from NET/
SET qualification condition.

3.9 In fact, in Maharashtra, orders for introduction of
the State Eligibility Test were issued only in July 1994 and
the Nodal Centre was created by GR dated 14th July 1994
(in the NET/SET booklet at page 28 to 30). In fact, thereafter
the first examination for SET was held only in December
1995.

3.10 All the Lecturers, barring a few, appointed during
this entire period were through duly constituted Selection
Committees as per the UGC requirements. By not introducing
NET/SET as entry point qualification condition, as already
pointed out hereinbefore, several hundreds of Lecturers were
recruited with PG qualifications with B+ (55% or more) and
good academic record through properly constituted selection
committes but without NET/SET. This process went on from
19th September 1991 almost till 30th December 1999 (in
Amravati University area) and almost till that date in other
University areas. All these appointments were also after the
posts in which they were selected being advertised as per the
requirements of law. All such appointments were approved
by the Universities concerned and their posts were covered
by 100 per cent salary grant-in-aid by the State Government.
These Lecturers continue to hold their posts and continue to
be paid salaries and covered by the salary grants-in-aid
including payment of arrears on account of the revision of
pay scales under the Fifth Pay Commission. In fact, the State
Government in its GR dated 18th October 2001 has placed
on record that more than 6000 Lecturers fall under this
category.

4. COURT DECISIONS :

4.1 In the University of Delhi V/s Raj Singh and Others,
the Hon'ble Supreme Court (AIR 1995, SC, 336) while dealing
with the UGC Notification dated 19th September 1991 ruled
that (i) Regulations are valid; (ii) They are recommendatory
in character; and (iii) the application of the provisions was
prospective.

4.2 The UGC issued Notification dated March 2000 and
forwarded the same to all the State Governments and the
Universities by letter dated 4th April 2000 which was called
"Minimum Qualification for appointment and Career
Advancement of Lecturers, Readers and Professors in the
Universities and Colleges Regulations, 2000". This
Notification was in supersession of all earlier Regulations
framed by the UGC. In Second Clause to qualifications, it
was made clear that the application would be prospective by
the following second proviso.

"Provided further that these Regulations shall not be
applicable to such cases where selections of the candidates
having had the then requisite minimum qualification as
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were existing at that time through duly constituted selection
committees for making appointments to the teaching posts
have been made prior to the enforcement of these
regulations."

4.3 The said Notification provided for relaxation in the
prescribed qualification with the condition that only the UGC
could make such relaxation as under :

"Provided that any relaxation in the prescribed
qualification can only be made by the UGC in a particular
subject in which NET is not being conducted or enough
number of candidates are not available with NET
qualifications for a specified period only. (This relaxation,
if allowed, would be given based on sound justification and
would apply to affected universities for that particular subjects
for the specified period. No individual application would be
entertained)".

4.4 The Government of Maharashtra issued GR dated 13th
June 2000 bringing the provisions of the said Regulation
into effect in the State. Thereafter the Universities issued
directions under Section 14(8) of the Maharashtra Universities
Act, 1994. Thereafter the Government issued further GR dated
18th October 2001. The Universities issued directions to
implement the provisions of the said GR dated 18th October
2001. The GR and the University directions provided that
all Lecturers appointed prior to 11/12/199 but who have not
passed NET/SET examination, were required to pass the said
examination by December 2003. It was further provided in
the GR that the Lecturers who have come into the post after
11/12/1999 and who have not passed NET/SET examination
should be removed from service before they complete the
period of probation. The appointment of almost all these
Lecturers had already been approved by the Universities
concerned by then.

4.5 The services of such teachers could not be terminated
for the reasons that

a) They were selected by duly constituted selection
committee;

b) As candidates, they possessed the then requisite
minimum qualification prescribed under the Statute;

¢) All these cases fell under Second Proviso to Clause 2
of the UGC Regulation, 2000;

d) The decision of the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
University of Delhi V/s. Raj Singh & Others applied to them;

e) The UGC Regulations applied only to candidates who
wanted to become Lecturers and not to the Lecturers who
were already appointed;

f) The second Proviso to Clause 2 was only to be
prospective in operation and not retrospective;

g) After the Government and the Universities prescribed
NET/SET as minimum entry point conditions for Lecturers
with a clear direction that no non NET/SET candidate should
be appointed as Lecturers, the Universities did not appoint
any such candidates as Lecturers and when the colleges
appointed such candidates, the Universities have rejected
approval of such appointments.

4.6 Some of the Lecturers who were aggrieved by the
said GR dated 18th October 2001 moved the Hon'ble High
Court at Mumbai or at High Court Bench at Nagpur and
Aurangabad. The Aurangabad bench of the Bombay High
Court (Appellate Jurisdiction) (B.H. Marlapalle & N.H. Patil,
JJ) disposed of a bunch of several Petitions by Oral Judgement
and Order dated 15th, 18th and 20th February 2002. The
said Judgement was passed after taking into consideration
all developments in respect of NET/SET qualification
conditions imposed by the UGC. Thereafter the same issue
came up for decision/ clarification at Mumbai before the
Division Bench of the High Court (V.G. Palshikar & Smt.
Nishita Mhatre, JJ) in respect of a bunch of writ petitions.
Taking into consideration the Judgment and Order passed
already by the Aurangabad Bench, the High Court at Bombay
disposed of the petitions by further Judgment and Order dated
18th April 2002. The said two Judgments dated 20th February
2002 and 18 April 2002 are hereto annexed and marked as
EXHIBITS A & B respectively.

4.7 The Judgment dated 18th April 2002 of the High

Court at Mumbai in para 5 observed as under:

"5. In view of the fact that no time limit is fixed by the
Aurangabad Bench, in our opinion, interest of justice require
that such time limit is fixed. The process of receiving the
requests from the management for consideration regarding
relaxation etc., of the conditions by the UGC will take time
and it would therefore be appropriate to fix some time limit.
The Managements where they are directed to approach the
UGC for relaxation shall do so within four months from the
date of the order of this Court. The concerned University
then process the same and forward them to UGC. This be
done by the concerned Universities within four months of
receiving the requests from the managements. The UGC will
have then four months to process the applications and
request so made and then take decision." (Emphasis added).

The Hon'ble High Court in the Judgment and Order at
para 6 stated that where reinstatement of Lecturers had been
ordered, the same shall be with continuity of service and all
back wages and consequential benefits for the period for
which they were out of job. The Judgment further clarified
that at the same time the managements will be at liberty to
seek grant in aid in relation to that account if it has not
already so done and utilized it for a replacement." The
Hon'ble High Court has further stated that in the event of
the UGC taking a decision adverse to the interests of teachers,
the management and the university are directed not to act
upon it for a period of four weeks from the date of
communication by the UGC to the college through the
University.

4.8 It may be pointed out that in the light of the order
and directions issued by the Hon'ble High Court, the
Universities have already submitted (or submitting) the cases
of Lecturers to the UGC for examining the same for relaxation
from the qualification condition of NET/SET.

5. RELAXATION BY THE UGC :
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5.1 The UGC will have to decide the cases submitted for
relaxation by the Universities. The UGC Regulation dated
4th April 2000 (as contained in the GR dated 13th June 2000
issued by the Government of Maharashtra) as also the
Regulation dated 19th September 1991 in the first proviso
to clause 2 provides for relaxation in certain in cases. The
issue has to be considered by taking into account several
important facts such as

(a) The Government of Maharashtra did not make the
NET/SET qualification condition an entry point recruitment
condition till December 1999.

(b) The Universities did not enact Statutes for the purpose
of making NET/SET condition an entry point recruitment
condition;

(c) The posts which teachers were appointed since 1991
were duly advertised as per the requirements;

(d) The Lecturers were appointed after interview and after
meeting the requirements of law through duly constituted
selection committees;

(e) The appointments of such Lecturers were approved
by the Universities concerned right till the end of academic
year 1999-2000;

(f) The said Lecturers received annual increments and
the government had ordered that such Lecturers shall not be
terminated from service only on account of their not having
passed NET/SET examination;

(g) Many of these Lecturers have worked for even as
long as 11-12 years and performed all duties associated with
the posts of Lecturers including participating in conducting
examinations and assessing answer books;

(h) These Lecturers were never referred to the UGC for
the benefit of exemption from NET/SET as provided in the
UGC Notification dated 19th September 1991 and also 4th
April 2000;

(i) These Lecturers have not come into the University
system illegally but only on the basis and within the ambit
of law established and administered by the State Government
and the Universities in the State.

5.2 With reference to old qualification, new qualification
and the cut off date, it is necessary to point out that old
arrangement for recruitment in the teaching cadre consists
of -

(1) qualifications prescribed by clause 8 in the GR dated
27th February 1989 (page 17 of the booklet) which had
become Statute and which reads as "Generally the minimum
qualifications for appointment to the post of Lecturer in the
scale of pay of Rs. 2200-4000 shall be a master's degree in
the relevant subject with at least 55% of marks, or its
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equivalent grade and good academic record"; and

(ii) selection committees prescribed in clause 9 of the
same Statute which reads as "the Selection Committee has
already been laid down in the Appendix accompanying
Government Resolution, Education and Youth Services
Department No. USG.1177/129387/XXXII (Cell), dated 25th
October 1977". This also was converted into Statute in all
the Universities in the State.

This arrangement was continued to be in operation till
it was replaced by the new arrangement which came into
existence by issuance of directions by the Vice Chancellors.
For instance, in Amravati University it was done by Direction
No. 7 of 1999 dated 30th December 1999 and in other
Universities in the State also around the same date. These
prescribed the new qualifications making the NET/SET
compulsory at the recruitment level and composition of
selection committees for recruitment in the teaching cadre.
These directions in some of the Universities have been
converted into Statutes and in some others they are in the
process of being done. Thus it is crystal clear that the lawful
cut off date for demarking old arrangement and new
arrangement is 30th December 1999 or a few days prior to
that or a few days thereafter. According to the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India decision, NET/SET would not be
applicable to them.

5.3 The MFUCTO therefore submits that gross injustice
has been done to a section of Lecturers in the State of
Maharashtra for no fault of their own. The number of
such teachers at more than 6000 is staggering which is
about 25 to 20 percent of the total strength of University
and college teachers in the State of Maharashtra. The
Hon'ble High Court through two Judgments of the Division
Benches have provided an opportunity to the Universities
and the UGC to act correctly to do away with the injustice
that these Lecturers, though lawfully appointed, have suffered,
apart from the uncertainty to which these young Lecturers
have been subjected to.

5.4 In view of the foregoing, the MFUCTO requests that
the UGC

(a) Immediately issue direction to all Non Agricultural
Universities in Maharashtra that in respect of Lecturers
appointed prior to the cut off date, viz. 30th December
1999, NET/SET qualification condition is not applicable;
and

(b) Consider the cases of all those Lecturers who have
been appointed after the cut off date without NET/SET for
the purpose of considering eligibility for relaxation from
the NET/SET qualification as per the First Proviso to
qualifications contained in the UGC Regulation called the
UGC (Minimum Qualifications required for the appointment
and Career Advancement of teachers in Universities and
institutions affiliated to it Regulation 2000 dated 4th April
2000.

5.5 Along with this Memorandum, Several important
documents are enclosed including a booklet containing all
the various Notifications/Regulations/Rules issued by the
UGC and the Government of Maharashtra in relation to the
NET/SET.

5.4 The MFUCTO desires that the UGC provide an
opportunity to the MFUCTO to explain in person the various
aspects of this human problem in the form of improper
treatment of NET/SET qualification conditions in the State
of Maharashtra. The MFUCTO deputation would wait on
the Chairman of the UGC on any appointed day and time
at New Delhi so that the complicated issues involved in this
vexed problem will stand settled once and for all and injustice
would stand removed. It is towards this end that the MFUCTO
is submitting this Memorandum and is seeking immediate
appointment for discussion.

sd/- sd/-
(E.H. Kathale) (C.R. Sadasivan)
President General Secretary

MAHARASHTRA FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY &
COLLEGE TEACHERS ORGANIZATIONS.

Encl : as above
skskskok
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HIGHER EDUCATION : CHANGING PERSPECTIVES OF THE
WORLD BANK & THE LESSONS FOR INDIA
Thomas Joseph, Vice President, AIFUCTO

MEI VERDICT

Delivering the landmark judgement in the Minority
Educational Institutions (MEI) case, the Supreme Court of
India emphasized the need to protect and strengthen private
funded higher education system in the country. One of the
important premises on the basis of which this significant
observation, with far reaching implications, was made by
the court is that higher education is a "private good" as
opposed to a "public good". The court observed :

“Private education is one of the most dynamic and fastest
growing segments of post-secondary education at the turn
of the twenty-first century. A combination of
unprecedented demand for access to higher education
and the inability or unwillingness of government to

e — — — — — — — e e e e e e e e

{ Today under
|

|
| liberalization,

provide the necessary support has brought private higher
education to the forefront. Private institutions, with a long
history in many countries, are expanding in scope and
number, and are becoming increasingly important in parts
of the world that relied almost entirely on the public sector.

Not only has demand overwhelmed the ability of the
governments to provide education, there has also been a
significant change in the way that higher education is
perceived. The idea of an academic degree as a "private
good" that benefits the individual rather than a "public
good" for society is now widely accepted. The logic of
today's economics and an ideology of privatization have
contributed to the resurgence of private higher education,
and the establishing of private institutions where none or
very few existed before.”

——— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

the powerful impact of!

globalization and privatization, the mentality of the elitel
I class has suffered a commercial conditioning even in!
| Jurisprudential understanding. Of course, globalization,:
privatization and marketisation havel

:captured the court's notice and the Preamble to the
| Constitution is defacto judicially jettisoned. The courtl
:has the last word, but the common people should not'
( have the least word. - former Supreme Court judge justice Krishna Iyer l
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” The assumption that higher education is a "private)
good™ is presented without much elaboration - as if it is
a universal truth that needs no explanation whatever.

& sk sk ok ok

as a non-merit
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‘one sector over another
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Reacting sharply to the judgement, justice Krishna Iyer
has exposed the ideological underpinnings of the
judgement which is at variance with the equitable principles
of the Indian constitution and the interests of the unprivileged
who constitute the backbone of the Indian democracy. The
learned former Supreme Court judge observed :

“The latest pronouncement of the highest court in the
TMA Pai Foundation (MEI) case is no exception to the
proposition of subtle psychic bias influencing impalpably
the interpretive perspective and subconscious conviction of
those called upon to pronounce on contemporary issues.
Today under the powerful impact of globalization and
privatization, the mentality of the elite class has suffered
a commercial conditioning even in jurisprudential
understanding. Of course, globalization, liberalization,
privatization and marketisation have captured the
court's notice and the Preamble to the Constitution is
defacto judicially jettisoned. The court has the last word,
but the common people should not have the least word.
The Classroom, it has been said, shapes the destiny of the
nation and education is too serious a matter to be left to our
robed brethren. Our crimson constitution has a value vision
to blink at which is to miss its social vision.”

The implications of the judgement on the constitutional
principles of equity and on the prospects of a vast majority
of students who do not have the purchasing power to
appropriate the benefits of higher education compel a close
examination of the guiding principles that governed the
judgement. The assumption that higher education is a
"private good" is presented without much elaboration -
as if it is a universal truth that needs no explanation
whatever. The self assurance of the court is evident in the
casual observation that 'it is well established all over the
world that those who seek professional education must pay
for it." The contradiction implied in the definition of
education as a "charitable" activity is simply glossed over.
However, the inner contradiction between the traditional

o — — —— — — — — — e, e e e

* ok sk sk ok

UNESCO

|
|
|
:
Rejecting the World Bank's view of higher education |
|
) : Sy I |
compartmental view of education and prioritization of:
|

—— — — — — — — — — — — | — — e e e,

& sk sk ok ok

challenged the

— —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Indian definition of education as service to be freely
rendered and the neo capitalistic notion of education as
a market ware to be purchased is too apparent in the
test of the judgement to be glossed over. This unresolved
conflict is at the bottom of the intense admiration and fierce
criticism the judgement has evoked among different sections
of the people.

WORLD BANK vs. UNESCO

The definition of Higher education as a private/ non-
merit good was first proposed by the World Bank in the
mid nineties with the objective of putting a cap on public
investment on higher education. The World Bank argued
that developing countries should not invest their scarce
resources on higher education. The attempt was to set off
primary and secondary education against higher education.
It was claimed that primary and secondary education have a
greater claim to subsidies as compared with higher education
since the rate of social return on investment in the former is
comparatively greater than that of investment in the latter.
The World Bank document Higher Education : Lessons
of Experience (1994) stated :

“Indeed it is arguable that higher education should not
have the highest priority claim on incremental public
resources available for education in many developing
countries, especially those that have not yet achieved
adequate access, equity and quality at the primary and
secondary levels. This is because of the priority that countries
attach to achieving universal literacy; because the social rates
of return on investments in primary and secondary education
usually exceed the returns on higher education; and because
investments in basic education can improve equity because
they tend to reduce inequalities.”

Rejecting the World Bank's view of higher education
as a non-merit good UNESCO challenged the
compartmental view of education and prioritization of
one sector over another as early as 1995 through its
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document. The policies for change and Development in
Higher Education which maintained:

“State and society must perceive higher education not as
a burden on federal budgets but as a long term domestic
investment in order to increase economic competitiveness,
cultural development and social cohesion. As a conclusion
one could say that the public support to higher education is
still essential in order to ensure its educational, social and
institutional mission.”

GOVT. OF INDIA PAPER ON SUBSIDIES

But policy planners in India found the World Bank logic
more suitable to their interests and accordingly formulated
the Government policy on higher education. Thus
Government of India duplicated the World Bank's
thinking in the discussion paper Government Subsidies
in India issued in May 1997. The paper sought to
differentiate between merit goods and non-merit goods on
the basis of their externalities or social returns. The paper
suggested that cutting down the subsidies on non-merit goods
could reduce fiscal deficits. It brought out the fact that in
1994-95 subsidy for services provided by the central and
state governments amounted to 14.4 % of the GDP, of which
5.6% was spent on education. It was proposed that the extent
of total subsidies be reduced by 50%. Education beyond
elementary level was classified as non-merit goods because
here the benefits of subsidies accrue primarily to the
recipients. On the contrary, the benefits of providing
elementary education spread well beyond the immediate
recipients. Therefore, it was argued that the subsidy on
higher education should be reduced from the existing
90% to 25% over a period of five years. It was pointed
out that the rich often appropriate the subsidies in higher
education and that the target population is not actually
benefited by subsidies. The logical conclusion of this line
of argument was that subsidies in higher education, paid
out of public funds, often led to the paradox of the poor
subsidizing the rich!

WORLD CONFERENCE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

Rejecting the World Bank's view of higher education
as a non-merit good, the policy document Higher
Education in the Twenty-First Century: Vision and
Mission framed by the World Conference on Higher
Education (1998) categorically stated that higher
education is a public good, the benefits of which cannot
be fully estimated in monetary terms alone. It stated that
public support for higher education and research remains
essential to ensure a balanced achievement of educational
and social missions. The Framework for Priority Action
for Change and Development of Higher Education
evolved in the World Conference recommended that the
states, including their governments, parliament and other
decision makers should establish, where appropriate, the
legislative, political and financial frame work for the reform
and further development of higher education, in keeping
with the terms of Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which establishes that higher education shall be
accessible to all on the basis of merit. No discrimination
can be accepted, no one can be excluded from higher
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education or its study fields, degree levels and types of
institutions on grounds of race, gender, language, religion,
or age because of any economic or social distinctions or
physical disabilities. Each higher education institution should
define its mission according to the present and future needs
of society and base it on an awareness of the fact that higher
education is essential for any country or region to reach the
necessary level of sustainable and environmentally sound
economic and social development, cultural creativity
nourished by better knowledge and understanding of the
cultural heritage, higher living standards, and internal and
international harmony and peace, based on human rights,
democracy, tolerance and mutual respect.

INDEPENDENT TASK FORCE REPORT ON
HIGHER EDUCATION

The UNESCO documents provided the source of
inspiration for the growing opposition to the non-
inclusive and exploitative policies of the World Bank. It
could force the World Bank to reconsider its policies in
respect of tertiary education. Accordingly an
independent Task Force was appointed jointly by the
World Bank and UNESCO in 1998. The Task force
consisting of 14 members from different countries, including
Dr. Manmohan Singh from India, reiterated the earlier policy
perspectives of the UNESCO with greater force and
vehemence in its report entitled Higher Education in
Developing Countries: Peril and Promise. Task Force Co-
Chair Henry Rosovsky said:

“The Task Force makes a simple point : Higher
education has never been more important to all nations
than it is right now. By contributing to governance,
culture democracy and the spirit of enterprise, higher
education creates valuable public goods.”

The first activity of the task force was to take stock of
the higher education scene in the developing world, which
is home to 85 percent of world population, but to barely
more than half of the world's 80 million higher education
students. Of the roughly 40 million higher education
students in developing countries, relatively few are enrolled
in truly high quality programs. The rest face a slew of
problems. They are taught by poorly-qualified, poorly-
motivated and (no surprise) poorly-compensated faculty,
struggling with inadequate facilities and outmoded curricula.
Yet these are young people who we must count on to grapple
with the huge task of building a better future for the
developing world. These are the young people who will
provide the "capacity” to run more effective governments,
develop the businesses of the future, and build the health
and education systems that make such a difference to the
quality of life. Even more disconcerting for the Task Force
was the realization that, without bold action, the performance
of the South's higher education systems seems certain to
worsen. Three factors are at work here. First, the
uncontrollable demand for higher education. Second, the
growing importance of knowledge in the modern world.
And third, the inexorable and often cruel logic of
globalization.

David E. Bloom, head of the Task Force Secretariat
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elaborates on the findings of the report on these issues thus:

“First, we should salute, but recognize the problems
caused by, the incredible and growing thirst for education
that we see all around the world. We have educated more
and more young people to primary and secondary level -
but, like Oliver Twist, they want more ! They realize
something that even the richest governments are only
beginning to wake up to : in today's world, higher
education is basic education. Today, higher education
is needed by the masses - and can no longer be confirmed
to tiny elite.

Added to this thirst for knowledge and skill are some
demographic realities. Most developing countries have large
baby boom generations. And as babies will, these boomers
are growing up. So there are more and more young adults.
And more of these young adults feel the need for advanced
education. It is worth noting, of course, that this is a huge
opportunity dressed up as problem - not the other way round.
The baby boomers will keep aging and, as the West struggles
to cope with increasingly aged and decrepit population, the
developing world will have access to a demographic dividend
as arising proportion of workers support a falling proportion
of dependants. This dividend will be collected, however, if
- and only if the workers have the education to create, seize
and exploit new opportunities.

So developing countries cannot stand still and focus their
attention on improving the quality of their higher education
systems. They must first direct their efforts and resources
to increasing the quantity of education on offer. And they
must do it in a planned way. At the moment, this
planning is not there and it's leading to a burgeoning of
new institutions - many of them private, most of them
poorly focused, and some that do little more than prey
on the aspirations and assets of well - intentioned
students and their families.

Second, developing countries face the problem that,
across the world, everyone recognizes the growing
importance of knowledge - that weightless aset that is fast
supplanting tangible resources as the foundation of wealth
and power. Unfortunately, knowledge budgets knowledge
and rich countries have, so far, shown themselves to be in a
better position to nudge their higher education systems in
the direction of providing what will be needed in tomorrow's
world. The knowledge economy seems to be reinforcing
and further magnifying income differentials that are already
huge by historical comparison. IT has some countervailing
potential - but so far it has delivered most of its benefits in
rich countries. It was in the USA, not an emerging nation,
that a university, Stanford, and a whole series of new
technologies came together to produce Silicon Valley - a
phenomenal (if now troubled) economic powerhouse.
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The third factor - globalization - adds to these difficulties.
As we know, it is a shorthand term for the process through
which national economies are integrated. Globalization
occurs through four principal channels : movements of
goods, capital, labour, and ideas. Its potential benefits
are huge but, so far, these benefits have been delivered
predominantly to the rich world. As a result, as the Battle
in Settle highlighted, the process of globalization faces
growing position. But in the meantime, globalization
increases the ability of rich countries to compete for talented
students and faculty and focuses their attention on the
problems of the North, not the South. Globalization is also
making the world economy increasingly competitive, and
increasingly unforgiving of laggards. The phenomenon of
drain, train, and retain the best brains clearly undermines
the South's ability to complete in business - as well as
weakening its chance of building the better government and
higher education system that are essential to it achieving
even a semblance of parity with the North.”

Methods of evaluating the benefits of higher education
have traditionally been quite narrow, neglecting higher
education's role in generating public goods. The rate of
return to the individual has generally been measured in terms
of higher salaries, with only the increased tax these salaries
incur counted as a public benefit. By this measure,
investment in higher education delivers significantly smaller
public and private returns than investment in primary and
secondary education. Donors have therefore tended to down
play the importance of advanced education and, in some
cases, have advised governments to withdraw funding from
the sector.

Prof. Bloom, himself a noted economist, admits that
modern ignorance about higher education has been invented
by economists. Their habit of knowing the worth of
everything, but the value of nothing, has led the World
Bank to an incredibly simplistic way of assessing the
return on investment in higher education. He explains :

“The basic flaw is to measure return on education
exclusively through wage differentials. Take someone who
has no education, someone who has been to primary school,
someone who has completed secondary school, and someone
with a university degree. How much more does each earn
than the previous ? These differentials are then compared to
the incremental amounts invested in their education to find
the return. The results generally suggests that higher
education yields a lower return than primary or secondary
education - and they have been used to justify the skewing
of government budgets (and developments funds) away from
higher education institutions.

Higher education obviously confers benefits above
and beyond enhancing the incomes of those who received
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their degrees. And many of these benefits take the form
of public goods, such as the contribution of higher
eduction to enterprise, leadership, governance, culture,
and participatory democracy. These are all vital building
blocks for stronger economies and societies and all routes
by which the benefit of investment in higher education
multiplies throughout society.

Common sense tells us that countries need primary,
secondary, and tertiary education, not two out of three. All
three are vital to human, social and economic development.
All three are very definitely in the public interest. So the
Task Force is adamant that education should not be thought
of as a zero-sum game, where basic education is pitted
against advanced study. Education is a positive sum game.
We need more of it, and of higher quality, at all levels.

A focus on public interest and higher education has two
further implications. First, that market forces alone will
not deliver vital public goods. Markets are moved by profit,
mainly quick profit. Private interests overlap, but only
partially, with a society's long term interesting accumulating
and imparting knowledge and its capacity for generating
new knowledge. This observation is especially true with
respect to the basic sciences and the humanities, vital subjects
the market will never deliver optimally because there is not
enough money to be made. Markets, on their own, will not
deliver educational access for all, either. They will cater
mainly to the privileged, creating education for the elite,
not the masses. The public's representative - i.e. government
- must be prepared, therefore, to protect the public interest.
This does not mean that governments should crowd other
players out. But it does mean that government must be
prepared to act as guide, facilitator, founder in some areas,
strategic planner and, when necessary, regulator prepared
to wield a hefty stick.

The second implication of our focus on the public interest
concerns the oft repeated argument that public investment
in higher education is socially inequitable because university
graduates - the future elite - are already part of the current
elite and therefore not deserving of public subsidy. This
view has some merit, but it is not decisive. Higher education
confers huge benefits on society as a whole. It would be
narrow - minded and counterproductive for a society to
forego those benefits simply because they are not distributed
equally. Society must get people to pay as much for their
education as they are able to and simultaneously avoid
shooting itself in the foot!”

The task force roundly criticizes the contemporary trend
to privilege technical and professional education over
general education and fundamental scientific research. To
quote Prof. Bloom again,

“General education emphasizes the development of the
whole individual, and not just their occupational training.
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It highlights the ability to think, communicate, and learn;
and to adopt a broad historical, comparative, and disciplinary
perspective on different issues. And it is a foundation for
later, more specialized, study.

The Task Force Report urges the introduction - or in a
few cases the expansion - of high quality general education
in developing countries. Such an education is not for all
students, but it is in each country' public interest to have
individuals who can operate at a high intellectual level in
rapidly changing times - whether that involves negotiating
with the IMF, deciding whether to import generic AIDS
drugs, or acting to develop a national legal system that can
robustly protect fundamental human rights.

The content of general education curricula will naturally
vary across countries. For example, South Africa should
not blindly adopt the conception that exists in Britain or
Taiwan. Designing a general education program offers the
opportunity to ask fundamental questions about what matters
to particular society. The Task Force believes that not only
the outcome of this exercise, but also the process itself, is
likely to be of great value. It will help energize the whole
higher education system - and, in time, change the way a
society thinks about itself too. Higher education has always
been about lofty ideals. These ideals are not luxuries, but
help form the vision that makes higher education thrive.”

Prof. Bloom summarizes the recommendations of the
task force regarding the need to pay greater attention to
science and technology in developing countries.

“Sciences presents a unique set of challenges for
universities across the world. First, science is, itself, a public
good. Basic scientific inquiry often needs huge investment
to deliver long term, but highly uncertain, benefits. The
market is not very good at funding this research on its
own - especially when the benefits will be felt by the
poor more than the rich. As has often been noted, in
today's world it can be easier to find funding for research
into a new drandruff shampoo than it is to try and
develop a cure for malaria.

Second, the way that scientific knowledge is produced
is changing rapidly. Increasingly science is done across
organizational and disciplinary boundaries, it involves public
and private sector participation, and it is often directed
towards solving a strategically important problem.

Third, scientific progress is leading to growing
uncertainty, rather than certainty. The furore over
genetically - modified foods - which ties together cutting
edge science, big business, and globalization into a heady
cocktail - is a perfect example of how difficult it has become
to understand where a particular scientific advance is taking
us. The relationship between science and society is becoming
increasingly vexed - because increasingly experts must admit
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that they "really don't know."

Science as a public good. Changing modes of knowledge
production. A growing climate of uncertainty. These three
factors mean that universities must be substantially more
flexible and fleet of foot if they are to fund science
adequately, pull together the highest caliber of scientific
teams, build curricula relevant to modern societies, and
maintain public support for their scientific research.

These problems are compounded in many developing
countries, where the science and technology base is currently
low. The Task Force believes that developing such a base is
no longer optional, but is becoming mandatory for all
countries trying to complete in the global knowledge
economy.

In some developing countries, this base will be useful
because of the new discoveries developing country scientists
make - especially the ones that have commercial value and
whose intellectual property benefits accrue to the developing
country.

But, more broadly, a strong science and technology base
is important to low and middle income countries because it
puts them in a stronger position to select and implement
existing technologies, and to adapt them to local
circumstances. From biotech to nanotech, IT to
pharmaceuticals - science holds the power to make a dramatic
difference to quality of life in developing countries, but
only if their higher education systems can help guide and
control its development.”

The Task Force Report has aroused considerable interest
around the world and has been followed up by affirmative
action, especially in the third world, except perhaps in India.
Pakistan's President has now accepted the report and
recommended the establishment of a steering group to guide
implementation. Four teams have been setup to address areas
where the Task Force believes change can be readily
achieved. Three priorities are to promote financial disclosure;
increase the professionalism of higher education
management; and create a community to address curriculum
reform. The fourth team will attempt to create a National
Higher Education Commission to support and nurtue the
process. The culpable apathy of the NDA Government should
become a matter of serious concern in India. Manmohan
Singh's contribution to the making of the report as a member
of the International Task Force and his promotion of
contrary values at home is only an instance of the Congress
double speak on vital national issues.

AMBANI BIRLA REPORT

It is surprising that the Report on A Policy Framework
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 hamely the World Bank - has been compelled to repudiate
l'it, at least in part, albeit for strategic reasons.

even in the eyes !

— ——— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

for Reforms in Education, more popularly known as Ambani
Birla Report after their authors, submitted to Prime
Minister's Trade and Industrial Council in April 2000 did
not take note of the above UNESCO document published
in February 2000. The report repeats the arguments of the
World Bank report of 1994 with greater inconsistency. It is
full of praise for the educational achievements in Sweden
and China where almost the entire expenditure on education,
even at the level of higher education, is met by the
Government. Sweden spends 8.3% of its national income
on education. yet, the report only recommends the Indian
government to spend 3.15% of the GNP on education, which
is far below 6 % recommended by Kothari Commission and
even lessser than 3.8 % now being spent by the Government.
The expenditure in higher education should be shared
between the private and public sector in the ratio of 60 : 40.
Despite labelling higher education as a non-merit good,
Ambani and Birla want the Government to subsidize
courses like History, Geography and Philosophy for
which there is little commercial demand, leaving courses
with market demand like Management Studies,
Information technology and Biotechnology in the self-
financing sector to be exploited by educational
enterpreneurs like themselves. The Government's role in
this forprofit area could be restricted to providing guarantee
for student loans to ensure risk-free profitability. The report
welcomes investments not only by domestic enterpreneurs
but by foreign investors as well. There could be either foreign
direct investment (FDI) or investment through franchises
in India. There could be private universities and private
franchises dispensing "world class education” at "world-class"
rates. The logical fallacies are glossed over in the eagemess
to promote business. At one stage, it is stated that the entry
of foreign enterpreneurs is necessary to ensure the quality
imperatives of Indian higher education. At another stage, it
is argued that the courses offered by Indian universities will
be of great demand abroad because many foreign countries
offer only substandard education.

WORLD BANK'S NEW PERSPECTIVE ON HIGHER
EDUCATION

Under pressure created by the repeated challenges
to its wisdom, the World Bank was compelled to revise
its earlier policy perspective at least partially so as to
save itself from being swept off its feet by the current of
international criticism against its policies. Accordingly,
the Bank appointed its own Task Force on Higher Education
and Society. The report brought out by the task force
entitled Constructing Knowledge Societies : New
Challenges for Tertiary Education (2002) has finally
revised the earlier Bank approach to Higher Education
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by acknowledging it as a public good, though the report
does not fully accept the implications of the new approach
in its framework for action. Emphasizing the change in the
approach, Mamphela Ramphele, Manging Director (Human
Development) World Bank writes in the foreword to the
report :

“A look at World Bank leading for education over the
past three decades shows that about a quarter of the entire
education portfolio has consistently been dedicated to projects
in tertiary education. Before 2000, borrowers for tertiary
education tended to be middle income countries, with clients
such as Argentina, China, and Indonesia receiving some of
the largest loans for this purpose. Then, in 2000, the World
Bank and the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) published Higher
Education in Developing Countries : Peril and Promise, a
report by the independent Task Force on Higher Education
and Society. World Bank President James D. Wolfensohn
wholeheartedly indorsed the conclusions of the report that
tertiary education is important in building capacity and
reducing poverty.

Largely in response to growing requests from low-
income countries for tertiary education projects, the World
Bank has been active in expanding stakeholder dialogues on
tertiary education reform and in the preparation of new loans,
including initiatives in South Asia and Africa. The Bank
recognizes the need to embrace a more balanced, holistic
approach to investments and to encourage improvements in
the entire lifelong education system, irrespective of a
country's income level.

Underlying the diverse array of problems and solutions
is the notion that tertiary education confers important public
goods that are essential to development and poverty reduction
- goods that must be accessible to all strata, to all peoples
and to both men and women. The report also emphasizes
that tertiary education can no longer be viewed as a discrete
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sub sector of education. Rather, it must be seen as but one
critical element that buttresses a holistic system of education
- system which must become more flexible, diverse,
efficient, and responsive to the knowledge economy. This
study recognizes that context is vital to understanding
problems and that stakeholder consultation is imperative in
designing solutions.”

It is obvious that the World Bank has totally reversed
its definition of higher education over a period of eight
years - from 1994 to 2002. Higher education is no longer
a "a private good" but "a public Good" even in the eyes
of the World Bank. It does not mean that the bank has
reversed its policy of exploitative funding. A close reading
of the World Bank document shows that the contrary is
really true. The bank has actually appropriated the logic of
its opponents to promote its own agenda of exploitation by
cashing in on the increasing demand for higher education
all over the world. The revelations of Joseph Stiglitz, former
Chief Economist of the World Bank in his recent book
Globalization and its Discontent should leave no one in doubt
about the hypocrisy of the Washington Consensus
institutions. But the World Bank's somersault is useful in
two ways. Firstly it shows how unreliable the World Bank's
advice is in framing long term developmental policies. A
policy perspective which becomes outdated in eight years is
hardly a dependable guide. Secondly, it could encourage a
rethinking on the neo capitalist policies being pursued in
developing countries under the aegies of the World Bank.
Unfortunately our Governments at the Centre and in
the States and the apex and the lower judiciary continue
to be guided by the old ideology of capitalist
globalization despite the fact that its greatest apostle on
the earth-namely the World Bank - has been compelled
to repudiate it, at least in part, albeit for strategic
reasons.

- Courtesy ‘ Teachers' Movement - April, 2003
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The UNESCO documents provided the source of}
Inspiration for the growing opposition to the non-inclusive |

and exploitative policies of the World Bank.

It could:

force the World Bank to reconsider its policies in respect
of tertiary education. Accordingly an independent Task:
Force was appointed jointly by the World Bank and |

in 1998.
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The market is not very good at funding this researc
on its own - especially when the benefits will be felt b
the poor more than the rich. As has often been noted,
today's world it can be easier to find funding for researc
Into a new drandruff shampoo than it is to try an

| develop a cure for malaria.
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University Club House, B-Road, Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020.

Prof. Dr. E.H. Kathale, President, Prof. C.R. Sadasivan, General Secretary
N 162, Reshimbagh NAGPUR 440 009 Gokuldham Bldg 1 S.V. Rd. Borivli (W) Mumbai 400 092
Tel No. (0712) 2741098 Tel : (022) 28063667, 56938030

MUMBAI, 9TH JUNE 2003.
To,
The Chairman,
University Grants Commission, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110 002.
Dear Sir,

This has reference to your letter No. F.1-11/97(PS), dated 6th May 2003 in connection with MFUCTO's
letter dated 11th February 2003.

In this connection, the MFUCTO is thankful to you for intimating to us that the matter (NET/SET issue) in
Maharashtra is under consideration of the Commission in consultation with the Universities in the State of
Maharashtra.

The MFUCTO had submitted to the UGC by registered post A.D. a detailed Memorandum dated 30th
March 2003. The appointment for a delegation of the MFUCTO to wait on you was sought for in order to
present the said Memorandum and to present other important documents. It is also to explain to the UGC the
important parts of the Hon'ble supreme Court decisions which will have a bearing in determining the fate of
over 6000 university and college teachers in the State of Maharashtra. The MFUCTO feels that the meeting is
necessary.

In the light of these facts, it is once again requested that the delegation of the MFUCTO may be given a day
and time for the said meeting. The date of the meeting may be intimated well in advance of at least 10-12 days
so that the members of the deputation from the different parts of Maharashtra would be in a position to reach
New Delhi in time by pre-arrangement.

Thanking you in anticipation,

Yours faithfully
(C.R.Sadasivan)
General Secretary, MFUCTO
ok okkokox
MAHARASHTRA FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY & COLLEGE TEACHERS' ORGANISATIONS
University Club House, B-Road, Churchgate, Mumbai 400 020.

MUMBALI, 9TH JUNE 2003. : PRESS RELEASE FOR FAVOUR OF PUBLICATION

MFUCTO CONDEMNS UTTER CONFUSION IN ADMISSIONS AND
INCREASE IN FEES BY BACKDOOR METHODS

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the MFUCTO held in Mumbai on Sunday 8th June 2003, the
MFUCTO took serious note of the total confusion which has come to prevail in the field of college admissions
in all the universities in Maharashtra in the light of the move by various private managements to hike fees.

The MFUCTO also felt that the Government of Maharashtra was paving the way for such confusion by
constituting without any consultation with the concerned parties such as students, parent, teachers and non-
teaching staff, the Education Regulatory Authority in the State. The private managements are seeking to take
undue advantage of the supreme Court judgment on minority educational institutions for increasing fee struc-
ture for all institutions though the supreme Court directions were clearly for unaided institutions. In the name
of new fee structure, students and parents are being fleeced by the unscrupulous managements.

The MFUCTO strongly maintains that education being a social service sector, state funding cannot be
given up but must be further increased and strengthened. The MFUCTO therefore calls upon all concerned to
work towards the campaign to 'save and strengthen public funded Education'

Mumbai 9th June 2003
(C.R.Sadasivan)
General Secretary, MFUCTO
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